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Participation Information Sheet 
Title: Are Current Flood Mitigation Measures Sufficient in UK New-Build Housing Developments, and How Can They Be Improved? 
Invitation
I would like to invite you to take part in an interview as part of my research project exploring whether current flood mitigation measures in UK new-build housing developments are sufficient, and how they could be improved. Before you decide whether you want to take part, it is important that you understand the purpose of the research and what your involvement would include. Please read the following information carefully. If there is anything you are unsure about or have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me. Please take time to decide whether you wish to take part.
What is the study about?
This study explores whether current flood mitigation measures in UK new-build housing developments are sufficient, especially under increasing climate and development pressures. It will also explore opportunities to improve flood resilience through better implementation and green infrastructure. This research uses King’s Moat Garden Village in Chester as a case study to explore how these measures are planned and implemented in practice. 
Why have I been invited?
You have been invited because you have relevant experience or knowledge of flood risk management, either through professional or residency involvement.
There will be multiple other participants also taking part in this project through semi-structured interviews.
Do I have to take part?
No, taking part is entirely voluntary. It is your choice to participate or not. If you do decide to take part, you will be asked to sign a consent form, and this information sheet is yours to keep. 
You are free to withdraw at any time without giving a reason and without any negative consequences. However, if you decide to withdraw after having participated in the interview, we will be unable to remove your data from the study beyond this point. If you wish to withdraw from the research, please contact me. 
Please note that participating in this research does not create a legally binding agreement, nor is it intended to create an employment relationship between you and the University of Sheffield.
How do I give my permission to take part in the study?
If you decide to take part after reading this information sheet, an interview will be arranged at a convenient time to you and conducted online. Before the interview takes place, you will be asked to sign a consent form and return this back to me. The consent form confirms you understand the purpose of the study, what participation involves, and how the information you provide will be used. 
What will happen to me if I agree to take part?
If you agree to take part, an interview will be arranged at a convenient time to you and conducted online. The interview will ask about your views and experiences relating to flood mitigation and is expected to last approximately 20-30 minutes. With your permission, the interview will be audio recorded so that the interview can be transcribed. The audio and transcript will be stored securely and anonymised and your responses will be used only for the purposes of this research. 
Are there any expenses or payments involved?
No. 
Will my taking part in the study be kept confidential?
Yes. All information collected during the study will be kept confidential. Your interview responses anonymised and any identifying details will be removed. Only I will have access to the recordings and transcripts which will be stored on a password-protected system. Any personal information will be destroyed after the study is completed. 
What are the possible risks and benefits of taking part?
There are no risks to taking part. Whilst there are no immediate benefits for participating, it is hoped that this work will provide a positive insight into flood mitigation in new-build housing developments. 
Who has reviewed the study?
This project has been ethnically approved via the University of Sheffield. 
What if something goes wrong and I wish to complain?
If you have any concerns about the study, you are encouraged to contact me in the first instance, using the contact details provided below, and every effort will be made to address your concerns. If you wish to make a formal complaint, you may contact the research supervisor or the University of Sheffield department overseeing the project, whose details will also be provided. 
Contact information
The researcher: Iscotgrove1@sheffield.ac.uk 
Dissertation Supervisor: b.keskin@sheffield.ac.uk 
Head of the Department of Geography and Planning: gplhos@sheffield.ac.uk 

Thank you so much for your time and interest in my dissertation! 
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